149.   NOTES

MUNICIPALITIES BEWARE

The Government of Bombay note regarding the Ahmeda-
bad, Surat and Nadiad municipalities shows that it refuses to see
the writing on the wall. Its dictatorial tone is now no longer in
keeping with the rising spirit of the people. Its incitement to the
individual ratepayers to sue the councillors who believe they have
performed their duty is hardly dignified. The proper course for the
Government was to let the municipalities take their own course
and not to invite trouble. As it is, the Government note is calcu-
lated to precipitate a crisis. The councillors must take up the
challenge and dare the Government to disregard the municipalities
if they choose. The municipalities must have the right to mis-
govern themselves if they wish. If a city is misgoverned, it is as
much the ratepayers5 fault as is the councillors3. But our wise
Government whilst recognizing the independent existence of the
municipalities wants to stick to the letter of the law which killeth
and would itself rule instead of letting the municipalities alone so
long as they do not cost the Government anything. The munici-
palities must now take up the challenge and prepare for action on
their part. Government may succeed in getting a few ratepayers
to file suits. That will be the least it can do. The most it can do
is to disband the municipalities concerned. And the most of the
Government should prove most welcome, if only the protestants
are a strong body. Assuming that they are, they must simply edu-
cate the ratepayers to understand what is happening and to pre-
pare them for battle. I can see swaraj peeping even through the
Government note if the latter take and the former are ready for
action. So long as there is no disbandment, the municipalities
have all power; as soon as there is disbandment, the Government
is powerless assuming of course that the ratepayers are strong,
intelligent and united. The ratepayers are all that but they re-
quire to be organized for action. Hitherto the people have been
the football of officials or so-called representatives. Non-co-opera-
tion enables the people to become the players in the game. Re-
presentatives must represent or they perish. ,

THE VISITORS TO THE CONGRESS

The Reception Committee of the Congress is trying to make
the Congress session a purely business session.   In its anxiety to do